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For I@MAt 


aid to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, 

‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.’ 

And he replied: ‘Go out into the darkness, and put your hand 
into the Hand of God. 


That shall be to you better than light, and safer than a known 


way. 
I went forth, 
And finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 


And He led me toward the hills and the breaking of day in the 
lone East. 


So heart be still; 

What need our little life, our human life to know, if God 
hath comprehension, 

In all the busy strife, of things both high and low, 

God hideth His intention. 

God knows. His will is best. 

The stretch of years which winds ahead, so dim to our im- 
perfect vision, 

Are clear to God. Our fears are premature; in Him all time 
hath full provision. 


—M. L. HAsKINS 
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN POLAND 


ATEST NEWS from Warsaw, in 
the N. Y. Times of last Novem- 
er 3, is that the Polish Government 
has issued a decree (on September 5) 
placing Protestant religious bodies on 
an equal footing with the Roman 
Catholic Church. The aim of the de- 
cree, according to this report, is “to 
abolish Roman Catholicism’s position 
as the ‘prominent religion’ of the 
country,” by “repealing a series of old 
laws restricting the activities of reli- 
gious sects.” “The decree,” it states, 
“is a move by the Government to en- 
courage sectarianism as a means of re- 
ducing the Catholic Church’s influ- 
ence. 


Pre-war Poland under Marshal Pil- 
sudski’s fascist regime was tied to the 
Vatican by a Concordat, which the 
present Government renounced two 
years ago. Under the Concordat re- 
ligious education in the schools was 
compulsory, the Catholic Church had 
a monopoly of education, and civil 
marriage and “atheistic teaching” 
were forbidden. Now, religious edu- 
cation in the schools is voluntary, but 
the school program for 1947-48, ac- 
cording to this report, “still assigned 
more hours for religious instruction 
than for history—512 against 480.” 
More than 90 per cent of Poland's 
present population of 24 million is 
Roman Catholic. 


This new decree, which removes re- 
strictions in particular against the 
“Old Catholic” sects (National Polish 
Catholic Church), the Mariavites and 
the Evangelical Reformed Church, has 
been reported in the press of Ameri- 
ca as a “drive on the Catholic Church” 
in Poland. 


January, 19 


An enlightening survey of the P 
testant struggle for existence in 
land is contained in the article ¢ 
titled, “Protestants in Poland,” 
Antoni Gronowicz, in this issue of ¢ 
Magazine. 
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ANOTHER FORMER PRIEST NOW 
A LUTHERAN PASTOR 


‘THE LUTHERAN’ for last 

tember 15 reports that Rev. 
mas J. Daly, a former Roman Cath 
lic priest, is now Lutheran pastor 
St. Mark’s Mission in Corpus Chris 
Texas. He served as an Army cha 
lain during the war. 


It adds: “Reports from St. Markit 
indicate that progress has been mad 
under Pastor Daly’s ministry.” 


rere 


MRS. LUCE AGAIN OUTNUMBERED 


JN CASE any doubt remains abowj 
the relative value of Mrs. Clamii 
Luce’s switch-over from the Episcopal 
to the Roman Catholic Church, whi 
was trumpeted so loudly as a gre 
victory over Protestantism for Mot 
signor Fulton J. Sheen, we reca 
mend a news item in the Episcop 
magazine The Living Church of \a 
October 19. 


This item records that twenty-t 
Roman Catholics were received if 
the Episcopal Church last October fj 
in St. Mary’s Church, Charleroi, P. 
by (Episcopal) Bishop Pardue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. The report adds: “Ij® 
the past two years, the parish has rg” 
ceived a total of 36 converts fre 
the Roman Church, and, with thre 
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ceptions, these have all been 


ts.” 
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"WATICAN ATTACKED BY 


CHBISHOP OF YORK 


ARNING that war would be 
“inevitable” if the division of 

he world into two opposing groups 
ommunist and non-Communist— 
elops, the (Protestant) Archbish- 

» of York, openly attacked the Vati- 
gn as responsible for the growing 


‘qadeavage in a public speech at Malton 


» Yorkshire last October 1. 


Here is the wording of his attack 


aon the Vatican as reported in the 


N.Y. Times of October 2. 


“This separation of Europe into 
iwo strongly contrasted camps is en- 
puraged by the Vatican policy, which 
meats Russia as the chief enemy of 
Christian civilization and, wherever 
it has influence, supports the opposi- 
tion both to Communism and social 


‘Opidemocracy.” 


Referring back to the Vatican’s 


iupport of Fascism and Nazism, Dr. 


er 
Pa, 


0 


Garbett continued: “The Catholic par- 
ties on the continent are at present 
progressive in their programs, but 
they are also the rallying ground for 
ttactionaries, and in the course of 
time there is danger that, once again, 
on the continent Catholicism will be 
identified with reaction.” 


Remember, this is the Most Rev. 
Cyril Foster Garbett, Anglican Arch- 
sibishop of York, speaking, not a Rus- 
tian communist leader or a ‘fellow 


hree ttaveller.’ 


BISHOP FORBIDS BIBLES TO 
CATHOLIC CHILDREN 


HE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

of Clifton, (near Paterson), New 
Jersey, was taken to task last October 
by the Roman Catholic priests of that 
town for allowing the Gideons to 
distribute Bibles to the children of 
the public school. According to the 
Paterson Evening News of October 7, 
Superintendent of Schools George J. 
Smith was forced to explain to the 
priests that the Bibles “were distribu- 
ted to Clifton school children only 
after notes were received from their 
parents.” r 


He further explained that the same 
privilege would be extended to any 
religious group making a similiar re- 
quest, and that the matter had been 
brought before the Board of Educa- 
tion and approved. 


Of particular interest was a letter 
of instruction from Bishop Thomas 
A. Boland of Paterson, through the 
diocesan chancellor, to all priests in 
Clifton “calling attention to the dis- 
tribution and reminding parents that 
it is a prohibition of the Church to 
read or retain the Bibles.” 


This happened last October in a 
town in New Jersey, USA, about fifty 
miles from New York City. 


5 a 
CT 
in the Light of the Bible 


One of the most enlightening, exposing book- 
lets ever written on the subject of ae 
By i. 4 - E. Slocum, Ph.D, and 

fro Sunday ’ Times. Write carly, for 
this. booklet; @use is a aes demand, Illus 
trated colored cover, 40 pp., 10c, doz. $1. 


TRACT CLUB OF AMERICA, ait S. S, Wells, Chicago 7 
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BAD ODOR 


SMELL OF SCHISM in the 
Roman Catholic Church in Sov- 
iet territory has come to the Pope's 
nostrils from under the iron curtain, 
according to the London Catholic 
Tablet of last September 6. It report- 
ed that both the London Soviet News 
and the Moscow Radio have an- 
nounced the consecration of two new 
Catholic bishops in St. Jacob’s Cathe- 
dral in Riga, Latvia. One is the well- 
known Catholic theologian Peter 
Strud, rector of Riga Ecclesiastical 
Seminary, and the other Professor 
Kazimir Dulbinsky, also of the same 
Roman Catholic seminary. It was all 
seemingly done without Vatican au- 
thorization. The Soviet reports de- 
clared: 


“The induction of two new Catholic 
bishops has taken place in St. Jacob’s 
Cathedral in Riga. The new bishops 
are the well-known Latvian theologian 
Peter Strud, rector of the Riga Catho- 
lic Ecclesiastical Seminary, and Profes- 
sor Kazimir Dulbinsky, imspector of 
the same seminary. Long before the 
ceremony was due to start, the thir- 
teenth-century cathedral was packed 
with people. Catholic clergy came from 
all over Latvia. Bishop Peter Strud has 
been appointed head of the See of Lie- 
paya, while Bishop Dulbinsky will be 
assistant to the aged Metropolitan An- 
tony Springovich, who is nearly eighty 
years old.” 


The Tablet denies that the nomina- 
tions were made by Rome, and it 
looks like a Soviet plan to force the 
Vatican’s hand. If so, the Vatican 
may hurry to make overtures to the 
Kremlin, for such a development, if 
it spread, would rend the Roman 
Catholic Church in two. 


But in the end a Vatican compro- 
mise might bring about the greatest 
catastrophe that has yet happened to 
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the Christian world—the combinatic 
of the two great forces of totalitaria 
ism, Romanism and Communism. Th 
Emperor Constantine dickered with 
Pope of Rome and in the end his en 
pire was swallowed up by the Rom 

ecclesiastical power. And a stubbor 
Emperor Henry IV was also force 
in the end to “come to Canossa, 
Why not Stalin or his successor? 


oOo 


MUST GOD BE CAJOLED? 


S IN ALL PRE-CHRISTIAN RE 

LIGIONS, Roman Catholicism 
teaches that God is very far aw 
from us, impossible of direct approadi 
by us. It is likewise taught that Jesu 
Christ, after his resurrection, iden 
fied Himself with His Father as 
God of strict justice and without m 
cy toward sinners. 

Because of this, therefore, canoni 
ed saints are essential, in Roman 
olic teaching, in order to induce evé 
Christ to take heed of the prayers 
men. The work of these saints is 
cajole Christ into changing His s 
as Judge into that of Advocate, 
from a mere Advocate into a Supf 
ant before His Father in behalf 
sinners. 

Here is how M. Ollier,* founder 
the famous Seminary of St. Sulpice # 
Paris (himself since proclaime® 
“Blessed”) puts it: | 

“The intention of the Church is, th 

we seek Jesus Christ in His saints; and 


we are much more sure of finding Him} ,,, 
in His saints, for instance, in the Blessed tak 
Virgin, St. Joseph, St. John, St. Petey gan 

ors 
* In An Eirenicon, pp. 102-103, by Rev. Beg 


ward Bouverie Pusey. 
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than when we seek Him immediately 
and of ourselves. We ‘are very unworthy 
to draw near unto Jesus, and He has 
a right to repulse us, because of His 
justice, since, having entered into all the 
feelings of His Father from the time of 
His blessed resurrection, He finds Him- 
self in the same disposition with the 
Father toward sinners, i., to reject 
them; so that the difficulty is to induce 
Him to exchange the office of Judge for 
that of Advocate, and, of an Advocate to 
make Him a Suppliant. Now, this is 
what the saints effect; especially the 
most Blessed Virgin.” 
Against all this is Christ’s own per- 
is@onal invitation: “Come unto ME all 
that labor and are heavy laden and 
will give you rest.” (Matt. 11:28) 
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THE LOGIC OF CALVARY 


A LIHOUGH the mystery of our 
salvation does not lend itself to 
metaphysical disquisition, there is a 
common-sense logic to the clear state- 
ment of Paul (2 Cor. 5:14): 

“Thus we judge that if one died for 
all, then were all dead.” 

Our salvation in Christ Jesus, in 
other words, is a simple matter of 
life and death, both on our part and 
on the part of Christ. He died that 
we might have life. John (1 John 
5:12) puts it even more simply still: 
“He who hath the Son hath life, and 
he who hath not the Son of God hath 
not life.” 


BIBLES FOR RUSSIA 


Here is photographic evidence that Bibles are being shipped to Russia. This picture, 
taken last October 30, shows Mr. Daniel Burke (center), president of the American 
tet, Bible Society, presenting Metropolitan Gregory of Leningrad and Novgorad with the 
ftst copy of 10,000 whole Bibles in Russian now on their way to the U.S.S.R. In addi- 
Eé§4on, 5,000 Russian New Testaments, 100,000 Russian Gospels and 1,000 Greek New 
Testaments are being sent. 
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THE POPE’S POLITICAL DOUBLE PLAY 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


Pp PIUS XII has a difficult task 

these days to explain the Catholic 
Church’s political position in the post- 
war world. On the one hand, he has 
to live down the Vatican’s record of 
collaboration with the Fascist dicta- 
tors, and, on the other, its continuing 
need to oppose the new totalitarian 
force of Russian Communism. Speak- 
ing before the Vatican corps of con- 
sistorial lawyers, high prelates and 
members of the judiciary, last Octo- 
ber 31, he complained, according to 
the N. Y. Times’ report, that “the 
very persons who before and during 
World War Il were urging the 
Church to censure and oppose dicta- 
torial regimes were the same ones who 
now were attacking the Vatican when 
it sought to pursue its work in de- 
fense of ‘truth and justice’ by de- 
nouncing governments that today are 
as tyrannical as those of the past.” 


Of interest for America was the 
Pope’s attempt to justify the Catholic 
Church’s determined opposition to 
separation of Church and State. He 
made the usual claim that the Roman 
Catholic Church is a “perfect society,” 
superior to any civil State. This means 
that only the Roman Catholic Church 
has the right to exist in any State and 
that civil governments should pro- 
tect its interests alone. Union of the 
Catholic Church and a Communist 
State is something, of course, that the 
Vatican so far has had to reject. But 
this is only because, as Pope Pius XII 
asserted on this occasion, Communism 


requires “forced submission and, 
most, insertion of Church into State; 

On the other hand, he stressed tha. : 
this “certainly does not deny am... 
union between the two, and still le io 
does it dictate between them a col@y,; 
and disassociating aura of agnosti¢he. 
ism and indifference.” 

What then does the Pope want 
He is opposed to separation of Churdil they 
and State as set forth in the Unite 
States Constitution. He doesn’t wall Cor 
the Communist way, which wo 
merely allow the Catholic Church 
be free to worship in its own wai 
but not to interfere in politics. On the 
other hand, he doesn’t want the kia 
of union that would merely mean 
“cold and disassociating aura .of 
nosticism and indifference’ betwee 
Church and State. 

What he wants is the recognitie 
of the Roman Catholic Church as the 
sole religion of the State, with the 
Church dictating and controlling 
everything relating to religious wo 
ship, education, marriage, social ju 
tice and all cultural institutions. Be 
cause of this, Catholic spokesmen 
sincere when they say that thet 
Church is not interested in this @ 
that form of government or economi 
system, provided the above claim i 
recognized. This is what the la 
Pope Pius XI meant when he publi¢ 
ly declared that he would make 
pact “with the devil himself’ if 
helped the interests of the Catholi 
Church. Thus, if Stalin found it t 
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his interests to ally the Kremlin to 
the Vatican on the above terms, the 
Pope would take him to his bosom 
as lovingly as Mussolini was received 
by Pope Pius XI in 1929. 
"| A union of the Church and State 
on those terms in the United States 
“tis impossible as long as our Constitu- 
*™™ tion remains as it is. Neither has it 
been possible, so far, in the Soviet 
“Union. Fascism gave the best hope 
"for its realization, and for this reason 
the Vatican rushed to make concor- 
dats with all the Fascist dictators after 
they came to power. It is not impos- 


ite sible, however, that the leaders of 


Communism, to gain and consolidate 


CATHOLIC 
ah 
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the world-wide acceptance of their 
economic system, would eventually 
consider it expedient to ally itself to 
a world-wide Catholic Church with 
its center in Rome. 

In the last analysis, the real and 
only enemy of Roman Catholicism is 
a democratic State like the United 
States of America. For such a form 
of government is based upon the 
principle of giving complete freedom 
to all religions. \t thus defends re- 
ligions opposing Roman Catholic 
teachings. By so doing, it helps the 
public proclamation of the ¢rue Chris- 
tian teaching, which, in turn, shines 
the spotlight on the false teachings 


Oty LCE ee 


ft 

NO olveR 

RELIGION 

baat 4 HAS A REAL 

mB OBJECTIVE 

RIGHT To 

EXIST" 
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of the Roman Catholic Church. This 
is what the Roman Catholic Church 
fears most. It does not fear Com- 
munism as an economic system. Nor 
does it fear atheism, which has never 
hurt the Roman Catholic Church, for 
the human race is incurably religious. 
Voltaire, the prince of atheists, was 
forced to admit in the end that “if 
there were no God it would be neces- 
Sary to invent one.” 


What suits the Roman Catholic 
Church. best is a civil regime that 
crushes out all opposing religions and 
unites itself to the “perfect society” 
of the Roman Church—as in Spain, 
Portugal and certain countries in 
South America. For as long as such 


opposing religions are allowed equal 
freedom to exist, they will show up 


the false teaching about Christ in the 
Roman Catholic Church and. thus de- 
stroy its power over the people. 
“Whom the Son sets free is free in- 
deed,” is a Gospel principle that the 
Roman Catholic Church and dictators 
know well from the lesson of history. 
Pope after pope has gone on record 
in the most solemn encyclicals to con- 
demn governments that guarantee 
freedom of religion to all. Pope Leo 
XIII made this clear in his encyclical 
Libertas, when he declared: “It is ab- 
solutely unlawful to demand, to de- 
fend, or to grant, unconditional free- 
dom of thought, of speech, of writ- 
ing, or worship.” In his Christmas 
1945 message, the present Pope Pius 
XII quoted approvingly from this en- 
cyclical of Leo XIII. 

Totalitarian forms of government 
therefore are suited for union with 
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Roman Catholicism. Fascism in Ite 
and Nazism in Germany have bee 
destroyed, although the concordat 
between them and the Vatican 
main. The regimes of Franco ang, 
Salazar, to which the Catholic Chur 
is allied, also remain. So far, no 
liance between the Vatican and R 
sia has been possible. This does 
mean such an alliance will always bq. 
impossible. In the United States th 
wall of separation between Churd 
and State still stands, although it j 
being rapidly undermined by repei 
ed assaults of the Roman Catholi 
forces. 

Communism, Atheism, Fascism af 
therefore no threat to world domina 
tion by the Roman Catholic Churd 
The only real threat is the preachi 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 
its purity and power. The regime th 
guarantees and defends this freede 
will always be the chief target of 
tack by the forces of the Vatican. 
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dA PROTEGE OF MSGR. SHEEN CONVERTED 


t pectations. 


THE SUMMER of 1946, I 
preached in a Presbyterian church 
in Washington, D.C. The service was 
mnounced in one of the local papers, 
and the attendance was beyond ex- 
I find that the adverse 
licity given us former priests in 
man Catholic weeklies only serves 
to build up larger audiences wherever 


we “apostate” priests speak in public. 


In the congregation was a young 


Bmarried woman, a Roman Catholic 


inf who had been trained in one of the 


= -F 388 3 B45 ow 


Roman Catholic academies in New 
Jersey, and who was a “spiritual 
child” of the famous Monsignor 
Sheen. Two weeks later she wrote 
me seeking advice, saying that she 
was not satisfied with her Roman 
Catholic religion. 


We corresponded till she and her 
husband moved last May to Pitts- 
burgh. In June I was invited to at- 
tend the School of Religion at the 
Western Theological Seminary in that 
city and she asked for an interview 
with me at the Seminary. I spent 
four hours with her instructing her 
on the truths of Bible Christianity. 
Afterwards she accepted the Lord 
Jesus as her personal Saviour, and the 
following day, Sunday, she received 
Holy Communion with me and one 
hundred other Presbyterian ministers 
at the Heintz Memorial Chapel of 
the University of Pittsburgh. 


](The following story is by Rev. ]. A. Fernandez, converted priest and Presby- 
trian minister of Philadelphia, Pa., whose fine article appeared in our last 
issue. Here he tells how he has been instrumental under God in the converting 
of a protegé of Monsignor Fulton J. Sheen.) 


Two months later, Monsignor 
Sheen apparently visited her family 
in Indianapolis, and from them he 
learned that “Barbara” had turned 
Protestant. He wrote her a letter 
which she sent to me, and which I re- 
turned to her with the request that, 
after answering it, she should keep 
it for future refercnce. She told me 
in Pittsburgh that I had done some- 
thing that not even Monsignor Sheen 
could have accomplished. I told her: 
“Not I, but the Lord.” 


The Lord has wonderfully blessed 
my ministry in witnessing for Him 
and leading souls to Him. This is 
my only concern for the few years of 
earthly life that remain to me. What 
Roman Catholic papers say about us 
should not deter us from carrying out 
Christ’s command: “Thou shalt be 
his witness unto all men, of what thou 
hast seen and heard (Acts 22:15). 
To all the misrepresentations, lies, 
calumnies and vilifications they hurl 
against us, I answer with the words 
of my Master: ‘Father, forgive them; 
for they know not what they do” 
(Luke 23:34). A witness for Christ 
buried with Him, is not affected by 
the insults, nor the praises, of the 
world. 


» Send sample copies of our maga- 
zine to your friends. We will mail 
them for you—10 for $1.00. 
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PRIESTLY ARROGANCE 


A PRIME EXAMPLE of the ag- 

gressiveness of Roman Catholic 
spokesmen was the legal suit brought 
by Father Edward Lodge Curran of 
Brooklyn last October 4 against the 
United Nations. Father Curran, one- 
time henchman of the ill-famed 
Father Coughlin and leader of the so- 
called ‘Christian’ Front, served his 
suit on Trygve Lie, Secretary General 
of the U. N., Mayor O’Dwyer, mem- 
bers of the Board of Estimate and 
other N. Y. City officials, to abolish 
the United Nations from its proposed 
site. 

The complaints he alleges against 
the U. N. are not only fantastic, but 
very dangerous for a priest of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church to bring before 
an American court of law. According 
to the Brooklyn Eagle of October 4, 
Father Curran’s suit first alleges that 
“the U. N. is not a legal entity... 
capable of holding title to real prop- 
erty.” He also attacks the tax exemp- 
tions granted for the U. N. site as 
“confiscatory, unjust and discrimina- 
tory,” and defines the U. N. as “an 
unincorporated heterogeneous meet- 
ing of representatives of real, provi- 
sional and puppet foreign govern- 
ments and the United States of Amer- 
ica . . . incapable of achieving inter- 
national amity or any of the purposes 
set forth in its charter.” 


It so happens that all these charges 
could as justly be made against Father 
Curran’s own Church. In the first 
place, the Roman Catholic Church in 
the United States is not recognized by 
the U. S. Constitution as a juridical 
entity (as it claims to be), but merely 
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as a hierarchy.* It may incorporate ig 
some States, but does so only in thos 
States which have corporation laws 
favorable to its aims and claims. 







































s 
Secondly, the Roman Catholic§ ¢ c 
Church also enjoys tremendous tax§ sttenc 
exemptions. Father Curran complains§ yemb 
that the tax exemptions granted tof They 
the U. N. are unconstitutional bef poteb 
cause they benefit “reperesentatives off ers fc 
foreign governments.” He must bef and { 
forgetting his canon law, which spe§ ysual 
cifically lays it down that the Pope in jjc st 
Rome, the sovereign of a foreign§ full i 
state, “is the supreme administrator} ties 
and dispenser of all the Church's} Unit 
goods and properties’ (Canon 1518),§ A; 
which includes those in the United pres: 
States. tron 
Thirdly, Father Curran’s real ob is a 
jection to the U. N. seems to be be | ™4 
cause “it acts as a sounding board ow 
for Soviet Russia to insult, abuse and § '#8¢ 
slander the United States of Amer- §  # 
ica.” Are not Roman Catholic pul- § the 
pits all over the land also used as beh 
sounding boards against America’s | 
most cherished principles and institu- 
tions, such as separation of Church 
and State and our public-school sys- 
tem of education? 
People in glass houses should not | 
throw stones. to 
Father Curran’s case was heard in | de 
Supreme Court in Jamaica, Queens § De 
County, on November 21, before Jus- | 
tice L. Barron Hill who reserved deci- | of 
sion. ? 
me 
Ti 
* See, The Catholic Church in a Democracy, 7 


by L. H. Lehmann, for official documentary 
proof of this. 
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1‘SPIRITUAL BOUQUET’ 


TFOR YOUR EDITOR 


= 3S » = F.C Fm’: 2 | 


A GROUP of about 30 girls (and 
some priests) from the College 
of Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, Pa., 
attended a lecture I delivered last No- 
yember 25 at Merrill Hall in that city. 
They came armed with pencils and 
notebooks and primed by their teach- 
ets for an open discussion of the facts 
and figures presented. There was the 
usual amazement expressed by Catho- 
lic students when presented with the 
full implications of the aims and activi- 
ties of the Catholic hierarchy in the 
United States. 


At the close of the meeting I was 
presented with a “Spiritual Bouquet” 
from the students of the college. This 
is a religious card with numbers of 
“masses,” “‘rosaries,” etc., “promised 
ersonally by each student of the Col- 
. of Chestnut Hill for your return 
to the Catholic Church.” Following is 
the list of prayers thus promised in my 
behalf: 

“2250 (attendances at) Masses; 

2250 Rosaries; 

2250 Holy Communions; 

2000 Visits to the Blessed Sacrament; 

45000 Ejaculations; 

1500 Stations of the Cross.” 


I have written the following letter 
to Sister Superior Maria Kostka, presi- 
dent of the College: 

Dear Sister Kostka: 

Please convey my thanks to the students 
of your college for their ‘Spiritual Bou- 
quet’ of prayers, masses, etc., presented to 
me after my lecture at Merrill Hall last 
Tuesday. I was very happy that so many of 
your students attended my lecture and I am 
sure they benefited by what they heard. 

I have asked the Lord to accept these 
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pfayers in the sincere spirit in which I think 
they were offered, and to turn whatever 
efficacy they may have in His sight as fol- 
lows: First, to myself that I may see ever 
more clearly and preach ever more insistent- 
ly the wonderful mystery and power of 
His all-saving work on Calvary; second, 
back to you, the sisters of your order and 
your students that all of you, too, may dare, 
as I have dared, to place full confidence in 
the assurance of His all-sufficient saving 
grace, so that together we can truly say and 
fully believe that: “By one offering He 
hath perfected forever them that are sanc- 
tified.” (Heb. 10:14). 

Together with other converted priests at 
Christ’s Mission I am also asking the Lord 
to join these prayers to ours during this 
month of November in our campaign of 
prayer for the conversion of Monsignor 
Fulton J. Sheen, so that he, too, may make 
use of the time and opportunity given him 
to preach this marvellous “new message” 
of the Christian gospel. 

Some of your girls scandalized our Prot- 
estant audience somewhat by their discour- 
tesy, but I am happy to say that they made 
apology for it afterwards. 

Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) Leo H. LEHMANN 


~~ 
OUR PRAYER CAMPAIGN 


ONSIGNOR SHEEN has re- 
IVE mained silent so far to our pleas 
and prayers asking him to declare his 
full faith in the all-saving power of 
Calvary. We are asking all our readers 
and friends to continue their prayer 
crusade for his conversion. 

The same challenge made to Msgr. 
Sheen in our last issue is being sent 
this month to one thousand individual 
Roman Catholic priests. 

Keep on praying with us! “Blessed 
are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed.” (John 20:29). 









(Antoni Gronowicz is a distinguished Polish poet and novelist. He is the author of the 
following books in English: Bolek; Hitler's Wife; Paderewski; Chopin; Four from th 
Old Town; The Piasts of Poland; Rachmaninoff ; Tchaikovsky.) 


LTHOUGH regarded for cen- 
.turies as a completely Roman 
Catholic country, Poland once played 
an important part in the Protestant 
Reformation and gave promise of he- 
coming entirely Protestant. Ruthless 
persecution by the Roman Catholic 
Church eventually crushed out that 
hope, so that by the end of the 19th 
century scarcely half a million Pro- 
testants remained in Poland, united 
as members of the Evangelical-Augs- 
burg Church. In the greater Poland 
that came into existence after the first 
World War, out of the total popula- 
tion of 35 million, there were approxi- 
mately one million Protestants. Today, 
after the second World War, the pop- 
ulation of Poland is 24 million, of 
which only about 200,000 are Protes- 
tants of various denominations. 
REFORMATION HISTORY 
Long before Luther’s time, serious 
Opposition to the increasing corrup- 
tion and aggression of the Roman 
Catholic Church made its appearance 
in Poland. In the twelfth century the 
Waldensians practiced their teachings 
there, and the teachings of Jan Hus 
were widespread in the 14th century. 
At the Council of Constance in 1414, 
Bishop Andrezej Lubomirski of Poz- 
nan was suspended and condemned 
because of his public defense of the 
Hussites. Worship in the Polish 


*Copyright, 1947, by Antoni Gronowicz 
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tongue in place of the Church’s Latia 
was common in the 15th century, and 
the marriage of priests was practiced 
in Poland long after it was-successful- 
ly forbidden elsewhere.’ 








In 1394, Queen Jadwiga granted 4 
large sum of money for the education 
of Polish and Lithuanian students, 
and brought dissident clergy from 
Bohemia to conduct religious services 
in the language of the people. Hier- 
onymus, well-known disciple of Hus, 
was brought from Prague by King 
Wladslaw in 1413 and made prest 
dent of Krakow University. Well edu- 
cated and a good organizer, Hierony- 
mus convinced many of the nobles 



















































and others in the king’s entourage} _ ‘ 
that the true teaching of Christ was Ger 
to be found in Evangelical Christian. } !¥ 
ity. test 
The Roman Inquisition, however, = 
had its way for a time, and in 1439} “4 
five Hussite preachers were burned at wee 
the stake. But for a long time the | ™ 
Polish nobles had resented the grow- Ge 
ing aggressions and corruptions of 
the Church of Rome. Perhaps in no . 
other country was the Church so cor: ki 
rupt and so powerful. It had grown 
enormously wealthy by gifts from the f 
Crown. The estates of the bishops 
and monasteries were unequalled ex- $ 
1cf. Poland: The Early Reformation, chai th 








XIX, p. 270, in A History of Unitarianism, 
Earl Morse Wilbur (Harvard University Press 
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cept by those of the king. One third 
of the land was in the hands of the 
Church, all of which was free from 

blic taxation. The priests received 
hel one-tenth of the income of the nobles, 
bi and one-tenth of that of the peasants. 
It is estimated that in the 16th cen- 
tury, the Roman Catholic clergy in 
Poland received 50 per cent of the 
total national income. The nobles re- 
volted against the power of the bish- 
Lfops and encouraged the profession 
of the Evangelical faith among the 
people and those priests who were 
eager for reform. If to this be added 
the corrupt moral life of bishops and 
ptiests, and open simony under Queen 
Bona, King Sigismund’s Italian wife, 
| it can easily be seen that Poland was 
.| fertile ground for the Protestant Re- 
formation. Bishop Zebrzydowski of 
Krakow is known for his remark, 
which was typical of the clergy of his 
day: “Believe in a goat if you like, 
provided you pay me my tithes.” 

With the rise of Martin Luther in 
Germany many priests in Poland fol- 
lowed his example and began to pro- 
test against the demoralizing teach- 
ings of the Church of Rome and its 
exploitation of the people. In Poznan 
the priest Jan Seklucjan and the Do- 
minican priest Samuel taught Luther- 
anism; likewise priest Jacob Knabe in 
Gdansk, priest Krzysztof in Gniezno, 
and the Dominican Walanty in Slask. 
A general demand was made to the 
king by the nobles to restrain the 
power and privileges of the Roman 
hierarchy. 

In the year 1520, King Zygmunt I 
assembled an extraordinary session of 
the Sejm (parliament) to make laws 


2cf. Wilbur, Earl Morse, op. cit. p. 271 
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curtailing the power and greed of the 
bishops and the monks, but it was 
not until the year 1535, that the Sejm 
succeeded in forcing the king to make 
any reforms. One of the grievances 
of the nobles was the power of the 
Ecclesiastical Courts over civil affairs. 

The desire was for the setting up 
of a Polish National Church which 
would insist less on dogma and ritual, 
and more on the fundamentals of 
Christian life and character, and that 
would be completely independent of 
Rome and its bishops with their 
worldliness and corrupt luxury. 

The Reformation in Poland reached 
its height and won its greatest num- 
ber of converts during the middle of 
the 16th century. The people of other 
countries envied the freedom of 
thought and of conscience enjoyed by 
the Poles at that time. Many of the 
young nobles went abroad for their 
studies and imbibed the doctrines of 
Luther and Calvin at the Universities 
of Wittenberg, Marburg, Heidelburg, 
Strassburg, Basel and Zurich. Calvin 
called upon the Poles in 1539 to throw 
off the Papal yoke. Thus a high de- 
gree of independent intellectual and 
spiritual activity developed in Poland. 

Protestantism also had an import- 
ant influence on the development of 
the Polish language and the rise and 
development of literature in the na- 
tive Polish tongue. The first poetic 
and prose writer in the Polish lan- 
guage was Mikolaj Rej, of Naglowice, 
a Protestant. It was at this time, too. 
that Mikolaj Radziwill, a Protestant, 
translated the Old and.the New Tes- 
taments for the first time into the Po- 
lish language. These were printed at 
Brzesc in the year 1563, and is known 
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as the “Brest Bible.”” The “Roman” 
translation, by Jesuit Father Wujek, 
did not appear till thirty years later. 


PERIOD OF PERSECUTION 

By the middle of the sixteenth cen- 
tury, Protestants in Poland were stead- 
ily growing in numbers and strength 
and were becoming a powerful fac- 
tor in the life of the country, influenc- 
ing the Sejm and even the king. Be- 
cause of their piety, truthfulness and 
thrifty habits, they added much to the 
social uplift and prosperity of Poland. 
The Papal Nuncio, sent by an a- 
larmed pope to reorganize the Catho- 
lics, reported back to Rome that Prot- 
estantism had conquered almost all 
of Poland and that, in his opinion, 
the country was lost to the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


But Rome was not daunted and set 
in motion a campaign of counter-re- 
formation to destroy everything that 
Protestants had achieved in Poland. 
Large sums of money were spent 
to bribe weak Protestants to betray 
and divide the Protestant forces. A 
new Papal Nuncio, Lipoman by 
name, was sent from Rome, and by 
the aid of spies infiltrated the ranks 
of the Protestants with divisive ele- 
ments. It was through Lipoman’s in- 
trigues that the two intrepid reform- 
ers, Jan Laski and Francesco Lisman- 
ino, were falsely accused of espionage 
for Germany and England and were 
obliged to flee from the country. 


Both Laski and Lismanino were 
priests in high standing in the Catho- 
lic Church, which they both renounced 
to become leaders of the Protestant 
movement. Lismanino was born of 
Greek parents in Corfu but studied 
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as a boy in Krakow. He finished 
studies for the priesthood in Italy andj 
entered the Franciscan order and wap" 
made provincial of his order in Poland 
He was converted to Protestantisr 
through reading Calvin’s Institutes, 
and later went to Switzerland t 


theologians in Zurich. Calvin dedicat}! 
ed to him his Commentary on He 
brews, in which he completely de 


molishes the Catholic doctrine of the} tin! 


tion work in Poland. It was Calvin} Medi 


who finally converted Lismanino to 
Evangelical teachings. He threw off 
his monk’s cowl and, on Calvin's 
recommendation, married a French 
lady of Geneva. 


Jan Laski was the nephew of the 
Archbishop of Gniezno, Primate and 
Grand Chancellor of the Roman Cath 
olic Church in Poland. He studied for 
the priesthood and was ordained in 
Italy and was rapidly advanced to 
high positions in the Church. But he§ ; 
renounced his chance of becoming 
Bishop of Cujavia and joined up with 
the Protestant reformers. He worked 
for the Reformation in many coun 
tries during his twenty years’ exile 
from Poland. For some years he was 
head of the “Strangers’ Church” in 
London but was driven out of Eng: 
land during the reign of terror inst 
tuted by “Bloody Mary” against the 
Protestants. For three years this brave 
converted Polish priest was a wat 
derer throughout the Continent, every- 
where urging Protestants of all shades 
of belief to unite against the common 
Roman foe. The Roman Catholic 
called him the “Butcher of the 
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sichurch.”” Only three more years of 
diroken health were left to him after 
ibis return to Poland in 1556. As head 
qjof the Reformation in Poland, he 
mppreached, held synods and helped to 
@mplete the work on the translation 
sfof the “Brest Bible” in the Polish 
ejjlanguage. At his death he left some 
4.4160 reformed congregations united 
aj a common form of worship and 
jejotoadly agreeing in their main doc- 
nef tinal points of view. 
lyf After Laski’s death, intrigues and 
a-fuseless disputations concerning the 
inj Mediatorship of Christ (with the So- 
dinians) split the reformed groups in 
Poland. Many were induced to recant 
and return to the Roman Church. 
Catholic reaction set in and began to 
threaten the whole work of the Re- 
formation in Poland. The pope sent 
Cardinal Commerdone, a shrewd ec- 
desiastical statesman, to induce the 
king to accept the decrees of the 
Council of Trent. At the same time 
Cardinal Hosius initiated his long 
campaign to undermine Protestant- 
ism by bringing into the country the 
Jesuit Fathers to start colleges and 
shools to wean the sons of the nobles 
from Evangelical teaching. For the 
next two hundred years, the Jesuits 
plotted and schemed in every way to 
extirpate Protestantism in Poland. 
After the horrors of the Thirty Years’ 
War, Jan Casimir, a Jesuit priest re- 
leased from his vows by the pope, be- 
came King of Poland. 


The return to Rome became a 
wholesale movement, unequalled in 
any other European country. By the 
beginning of the eighteenth century, 
the majority of Poles had returned to 
the Roman Catholic religion. Yet 
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Protestantism left its mark on Poland. 
Protestant leadership created a reli- 
gio-political association that waged a 
long struggle against German dom- 
ination. In all the struggles for free- 
dom in Poland, Polish Protestants 
took a vigorous part. General Jan 
Henryk Dabrowski, founder of the 
Polish legions in Italy during the Na- 
poleonic wars, was a Protestant. Gen- 
eral Stanislaw Fiszer, friend and aide- 
de-camp of Kosciuzko, and Romuld 
Traugutt, the leader of the Polish up- 
rising against Russia in 1863, were 
both Protestants. 


The Vatican’s attitude toward Po. 
land’s independence, on the other 
hand, has always been to use it as a 
pawn in the great struggle for politi- 
cal power among Poland's three great 
rivals for the hegomony of Eastern 
Europe—Germany, Austria and Rus- 
sia. Toward the end of the eighteenth 
century, Poland was enslaved and di- 
vided up among these three. In Janu- 
arty 1831, one of the many revolts 
against the oppressors of Poland 
broke out in Warsaw. For a time the 
revolt met with success, though not 
without the shedding of some of the 
best blood of Poland. Warsaw, a 
Roman Catholic city, was at that time 
under the autocratic rule of the Czar 
of Russia and his grip on the city was 
gravely threatened by the Polish Cath- 
olic revolt. His power was saved by 
no less a person than Pope Gregory 
XVI, who solemnly excommunicated 
the Catholic Polish patriots who were 
fighting the tyrannical rule of the Rus- 
sian Czar. This Papal Bull of excom- 
munication may be seen at the mv- 
seum in Prague to this day. In return 
for this favor of crushing the revolt 
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of Roman Catholic patriots against 
his power over Poland, Czar Alex- 
ander promised Pope Gregory that he 
would be free to send Roman Catholic 
missionaries into Russia.* 


AFTER THE FIRST WORLD WAR 

In the enlarged Poland that was 
formed after the first World War, 
Protestants numbered close to one 
million out of a total population of 
thirty-five million. In the period be- 
tween the first and second World 
Wars, Protestants were the liberals in 
economic, political and intellectual af- 
fairs. Despite the entrenched power 
of the Roman Catholic Church, Pro- 
testants exerted a marked influence in 
the whole life of the country. They 
were important in the economy of the 
country, since the largest iron, steel 
and textile plants were in the hands 
of Protestant families. Protestant pro- 
fessors, senators, deputies, and even 
an occasional Protestant member of 
the cabinet, were a progressive, liber- 
al influence in Polish life. In Poland's 
new constitution of March, 1921, 
Protestants were guaranteed freedom 
of worship, and it was specifically 
stated that “The Churches of all re- 
ligious minorities govern themselves 
by their own laws.” Poland was proud 
of this just and liberal constitution of 
1921. With millions of people eager 
to work her natural resources—coal, 
iron, copper, zinc, lead, naptha and 
salt—and in the cultivation of her 
broad fertile lands, Poland faced the 
future with confidence. Her eager, 
hard-working citizens were ready to 


8 During World War II, Hitler likewise 
promised this to the Vatican. Roman Catholic 
priests specially trained for missionary work in 
Russia accompanied the Nazi armits invading 
Russia. 
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spend their strength and give theifj 
lives, if necessary, to build up a libeny 
al country. 

But the reactionaries then, as i 
previous times, appealed to Rome 
and Achille Ratti was sent at oncejslow! 
as Nuncio to their support. Adroitlyjganiz 
Ratti led the opposition to the growsthe b 
ing liberal policies in the New Polang 
subtly strengthening the hands of thelit ex; 
selfish, vested interests. Complete vielof th 
tory for the reactionaries was finalk 

































the Vatican and Ratti became perm 
nent Nuncio. After his successful mi 








dinal Archbishop of Milan where he 
first became enamored of Mussolini’ 
Blackshirts. Later he was electe 
Pope Pius XI and, in 1929, signed th 
Lateran Pacts with Mussolini, thereby} brut: 

















aggression. 
Marshal Josef Pilsudski, closjto th 
friend of Achille Ratti, came into} Wh 
power in 1926. Backed by the powerjagri 
of the Catholic clerical party, Pilsud-} cent 
ski became virtual dictator of Poland }harc 
Liberalism faded from the Polish}ed 
scene except in che strongholds offjic | 
Protestantism. Hundreds of new Cath} met 
olic churches were built in whid},,,, 
masses were said for the hungry, bare}... 
footed children of Poland, but little 
was done in the way of building : 
schools and hospitals to care for the] 
poor, the sick and needy. Fourteen} *® 
million dollars of Polish money was} lic 
sent each year to the Pope in Rome in| a 
return for the blessings he bestowed}. 
upon the Polish people. 


In spite of the liberal guarantees in} 
the Polish constitution of 1921, Cath} do 
olic influence became so strong in po Or, 
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iitical and economic life that a per- 
ttion applying for a position was o- 
liged to present his prospective em- 
inployer with a signed letter of recom- 
ngjmendation from his parish priest. 
lowly but surely all the principal or- 
anizations came under the control of 


i¢lof the Council of Bishops, which had 
ithe power to bring about cabinet 


From 1926 till his death in 1935, 
joever once did Pilsudski attempt to 
oppose the growing strength of the 
Roman Catholic clergy. He looked to 
e(jthem for support to maintain his dic- 
he} tatorship. He relied on two things: the 
by brutality of the police and the com- 
isjmands of the Catholic pulpit. He 
never carried out the promises made 
se} to the people before his rise to power. 
to} When the Polish peasants demanded 
ea}agricultural reforms—nearly 50 per 
idicent of the land belonged to counts, 
dibarons and princes—they were greet- 
sh}ed with bullets blessed by the Catho- 
of Flic priests. The same treatment was 
thImeted out to the city workers when- 
wer they demanded a rise in their 
starvation wages. 


When the Union of Polish Teach- 
ets, for example, tried to oppose the 
semi-fascist government and the Cath- 
dlic mafia, it was forced to disband 
and its leaders were thrown into pris- 
on. Newspapers which voiced too- 
ardent protests or too-glowing ac- 
funts of the rights of man were 
dosed down and the editors arrested. 
Organizations that appeared too lib- 
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eral were denounced from the pul- 
pits as communistic. 


DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR 
After the Nazis conquered Poland 
in 1939, Pope Pius XII gave audience 
to several hundred German fliers who 
had taken part in the bombing of the 
civilian population of Warsaw. Here 
is an excerpt from his speech to these 
German fliers on November 14, 1939: 
“The love of the Pope for the chil- 
dren of God knows neither barriers 
nor boundary. All the sons of the 
Church are at home in their own 
house, more especially so when with 
joy they approach the Holy Father and 
everyone has a place in his heart,” 


The Nazi aim in Poland was the 
complete destruction of the Protes- 
tant Church (especially the Augs- 
burg) and the extermination of its 
members. The Nazi doctrine that all 
those whose ancestors were at any 
time German must be incorporated 
in the German Reich, has had an im- 
portant bearing on the position of 
Protestants in Poland. The Nazis 
began immediately to destroy the Po- 
lish character of the Protestant 
Church, and decreed that no Protes- 
tant could be a Pole. The self-govern- 
ment of the Protestant Church in Po- 
land, so well established and protect- 
ed by Polish law, was in an instant 
wiped out on instructions from Ber- 
lin. Thus the independent Evangeli- 
cal-Augsburg Church was abolished 
and in its place was substituted the 
Berlin-governed “Consistory of the 
German Evangelical-Augsburg 
Church in former Poland.” Bishop 
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Juliuz Bursche, aged and crippled 
head of the Augsburg Church in Po- 
land, was imprisoned, subjected to tor- 
ture and finally murdered in a concen- 
tration camp. Hundreds of Protes- 
tants, imprisoned for not registering 
as Volksdeutsche, were also tortured 
and died in concentration camps. All 
Protestant establishments, real estate 
and other property were transferred 
to the National Socialist People’s 
Welfare organization. The Mikolaj 
Rej High School—named after the 
Protestant writer of the sixteenth cen- 
tury—which had been maintained by 
the Evangelical-Augsburg Church 
since 1908, was turned into a hospital 
for German soldiers suffering from 
venefeal diseases. Many other Protes- 
tant schools and hospitals were in like 
manner taken over by the Nazis. 

German Evangelical Churches were 
formed in Poland for Germans only, 
and no Poles were admitted to these 
congregations. All Polish pastors were 
removed and their churches turned 
over to German clergy, even though 
these German pastors were not trust- 
ed by their congregations of German 
origin. True Polish Protestants led an 
underground existence, and in spite 
of danger displayed a firm, intrepid 
strength in fighting for their faith and 
fatherland. Many Polish Catholic 
priests joined with them in fighting 
their common Nazi foe, even though 
the Nazi invader was favored by the 
Vatican. Polish Catholic priests were 
replaced by Germans, and because of 
their resistance to their Church au- 
thorities and to the Nazis suffered 
imprisonment and death in concen- 
tration camps. 
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POLAND TODAY 
The second World War liberated 


Poland from the Nazi yoke, and byfany | 


the Potsdam agreement in August, 


A 


1945, her borders were extended west} ihe r 
to the Oder and Neisse rivers. This in. peop 
cluded that part of ancient Slavic terrie§pot | 
tory mainly occupied by German Pro-§{nov 
testants. Up to March, 1947, all these§io th 


German Protestants, with the excep 
tion of 150,000 were evacuated fur- 
ther west, and were replaced with 
Poles from the over-populated central 
and eastern regions of Poland now be 
longing to the Soviet Union. 

A cause of bitter complaint is the 
fact that 4,390,000 Poles are now liv. 
ing in this territory, and that cighty 
percent of the churches (about 3, 
of them) and property of the Ge 
Protestants have been taken over by 
Roman Catholics. There remain with 
in the borders of new Poland today 
125,000 Lutherans, 93,000 Method 


ists, 29,000 Reformed, 20,000 Bap§ x 


tists, 15,000 Evangelical Christians, 


olics. 
The Polish Government, in the f 
months of its rule, adhered to 


liberal constitution of 1921 and grant 


ed full freedom to Protestants. | 
was done to counter-balance the powef 
of the Roman Catholic Church, the 
leader of which, Cardinal Hlond, 
heads the opposition in the count 


today. As in the past, a number of lit 


vade 
of | 


x 


! 


and about 7,000 Polish National Cath § | 


beral Polish Roman-Catholic dignit z 


ries, such as Bishop Adanski of Slasky 


and many Roman Catholic priests are 
striving to cooperate with the govern 
ment and against Cardinal Hlond and 
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Mapiecha, who are carrying out the begged the Allies to save two high 
edfVatican’s orders and bitterly opposing Nazi officials, Frank and Greiser, who 
byfany Protestant influence. were responsible for the slaughter of 
sti A hopeful sign is the revelation to millions of innocent Polish citizens. 
estithe masses of Polish Roman Catholic © The majority of the Polish people 
in-Ipeople that the Vatican in Rome does are beginning to see the Vatican in 
tifgot represent true Christianity. They its true light. With the present signs 
ro$know that the Pope refused to come of a spiritual re-birth in Poland, it is 

to their defense against the Nazi in- hoped that the people will turn away 

vaders; and that, even after the defeat completely from the Pope and the 
of the Nazis, the Pope officially Roman Catholic Church. 


(PIOL IC 
Leste) CG 
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Qa. 


NOW WOULDN’T THIS JUST BE PERFECT? 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


‘MIRACLE’ OF THE ROSES 


Here is a picture of the supposed ‘miracle’ 
of the 22 roses said to have remained un- 
faded on the head of a statue of Mary in 
a Catholic Church in Stockport, England. 
A special police detail was necessary to 
handle the traffic at the church. 

The priest of the church, James Turner, 
however, refused to allow horticulturists 
to examine the roses and sent a report of 
the ‘miracle’ to the Vatican. Britain’s 
foremost rose expert, Oliver Mee, viewed 
the flowers at a distance and said they 
appeared to have been cut in the bud 
stage. According to a report in the Pasa- 
dena ‘Star-News’ of last October 10, this 
expert said: “I was too far away to ex- 
amine them closely. Put if they have been 
wired through the petals, that would ex- 
plain the miracle.” 


IN SPAIN 
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BEHIND THE ‘PAPAL 
CURTAIN’ IN SPAIN 


HE NEWS out of Madrid la 

November 14, that the Cathol 
Church is demanding that Franco t 
even more severe measures again 
Protestants, confirms our worst fea 
as to conditions behind the papal 
tain in Spain. The demand was 
“strict adherence to the law that fe 
bids the public holding of Protesta 
services,” according to the report 
the N. Y. Herald-Tribune and N. ¥ 
Times. Two weeks previously, 
American Protestant chapel in thf 
Caminos section of Madrid 
wrecked by a group of unidentifie 
persons who “smashed the meage 
furnishings and painted the wor 
‘Viva la Virgen’ (‘Long Live the Vi 
gin’) on the walls,” and who “lef 
warnings against Protestant activi 
ties.” 


The law in question, the repor 
points out, is embodied in Article 6 
of Franco's so-called “Bill of Rights, 
issued in July, 1945. It decrees tha 
Roman Catholicism is the official reli 
gion of the State, and that while a 
one will be molested for religious be 
liefs or the private exercise thereo 
“ceremonies and manifestations othe 
than those of the Catholic religio 
will not be permitted.” Msgr. Vir 
carra, councillor of the Catholic Ac 
tion organization, is also reported 4 


“Our church building is still being used by the Roman Catholics. Even th 
flowers of our garden are adorning the so-called idol of the Mother of Go 
now. When will these outrages cease?” This is what a brother in § 


writes. Only your prayers will answer his question. Although their Ge 
Church building has been stolen by the Roman Catholics, Christians are gathering in priva' 
that the Word of God may go forth with power, in spite of threats by the forces of the d 
Will you not prayerfully support this work of faith? Our free literature will be sent to 


upon request. 


SPANISH CHRISTIAN MISSION 


Rev. Zacarias P. Carles, B.A., L.Th., 8.C.T. 


North American Headquarters 


Founder and Director 
3 Hillsboro Avenue, Toronto 5, Canada 
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ving publicly denounced a “Protes- 
ant offensive” in Spain. 


Franco himself is also pictured as 
ing been taken to task by the Carl- 
s of Navarre for stating to an 
merican writer that freedom of reli- 
jon existed in Spain. The writer in 
mestion may be Father Paul Bussard, 
itor of The Catholic Digest, who had 
t returned from Spain and wrote 
article for the December, 1947, 
we of his magazine in which he 
otes Franco’s answers to a series of 
ions on ‘Franco’s Four Free- 
ns’ —for American Protestant con- 
gmption. 


“~ 


— 
_ 


Pope Speaks 
To Group of 
Congressmen 


VATICAN CITY, Oct. 1 (#)—Pope 
Pius XII told eight members of the 
U. S. House of Representatives In- 


terstate and Foreign Trade Com- 
mittee, whom he received in audi- 
ence yesterday, that just govern- 
ment recognized its power was “lim- 
ited by the basic human liberties 
of those who are governed.” 

The Pope spoke to the group— 
headed ag Leonward W. Hall (R., 
N. Y.)—in English. 

al} The text of his address, released 
igi by the Vatican today: 
ia} “Your presence, Honorable Mem- 
t bers of Congress, naturally suggests 
to our mind the importance of gov- 
ernment and the very grave respon- 
gz} sibility resting on those whose duty 
«fit is to govern a nation. 
“The art of governing justly has 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


CATHOLIC MOVIE 
CENSORSHIP 


SAMPLE of what Catholic 

Church censorship of the mov- 
ies means comes from Franco Spain in 
a dispatch from Madrid in the N.Y. 
Times of last October 12. It tells of 
the revised movie censorship regula- 
tions which provide that “all sessions 
of the censorship board shall be sec- 
ret and the representatives of the 
Catholic Church shall have complete 
veto power.” 


All films distributed for showing, 
the report adds, must be accompanied 
by an official paper certifying that 


Archbishop of 
York Attacks 
Papal Policy 


MALTON, Eng., Oct. 1 (4)—Dr. 
Cyril Foster Garbett, Archbishop of 
York, charged today that thé Vati-; 
can was partly responsible for the} 
division of the world into twol 
camps and declared the division 
was fraught with the danger of a 
new world war. 


“This separation of Europe satel 
two strongly contrasted camps is! 
encouraged by the Vatican policy, 
which treats Russia as the chief 
enemy of Christian civilization and,} 
wherever it has influence, supports! 
the opposition to both communism} 
and social democracy,” the Church} 
of England prelate said in a charge! 
to his diocese. 

“The Catholic parties on the | 
Continent are at present progres- | 
sive in their programs, but they} 
are also the only rallying ground 
for the reactionaries, and in the: 
course of time there is danger that) 
once again on the Continent 
Cathorcrsm me identified ¥ 


SS 


. re ii 


» two AP dispatches of last October 1, appeared side by side in the ‘San Francisco 


pnicie.’ The contrast speaks for itself. 
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they have been approved. The authori- 
ties may check a showing at any mo- 
ment to make sure cuts have been 
made as ordered. 

Section 3 of the decree gives the 
Catholic Church representative final 
power over a film, and says: “The 
Church representative may of his own 
accord impose his veto in matters of 
morals or dogma as he may judge 
necessary.” The decree applies to films 
for public and private showing, as 
well as for export. 

This is the way the Roman Catholic 
Church would like to have control 
in all countries, not only over the 
movies but also over education and 
all cultural activities. 


N. Y. Herald Tribune, Oct. 31, 1947 
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Last November Cardinal Doug 
erty of Philadelphia issued an ultim 
tum to the movie theatres of that c 
threatening to have the more than or 
million Roman Catholics under 
jurisdiction boycott the theatres for 
whole year unless the films, “The Oy 
law’ and ‘Forever Amber,’ were with 
drawn in 48 hours. On November 
William Golden, president of Gol 
man Theatres, Inc., yielded to the 
dinal’s threat and withdrew “The Q 
law.’ 

But the ban against the Fox The 
tres went into effect on November 2i}rHE 
The Cardinal ordered the million Cathgerde 
olics of Philadelphia that: “This p 
hibition is to last for at least one ye 
from the present date.” 


4 
x] 
ent 


N. Y. Staats-Herold, Oct. 31, 1947 





Pope Opposesivicshe und Stat | 
Submission’ of 


clits State untrennbar: Papst 


s 1 (Melduang der “Associated Press’’) 
But Denies That the Two}, VATIKAN-STADT, 30. Oktober. 
Can Be Wholly Separate; |: papst Pius erklarte heute bei 
Attacks Totalitarianism|'einem Empfang der Rota 
















auf 
——— ‘seinem Sommersitz Castel Gan- 
VATICAN CITY, Oct. 30 (P).—|) dolfo, da8 die Kirche nicht yom 
Pope Pius XII denied today that|, Staat_getrennt werden kann, und 
Church and State can be entirely| Verurteilte “allé ~totalitaren Sy- 
separate and denounced “all , Steme, welche die ov 
totalitarianism,” which, he said.| Staat : 
seeks ‘to make the Churgp i 























a) 






Here are headlines of the same news item in two papers—one the English-speak 
N. Y. ‘Herald Tribune,’ the other a German-language newspaper. 
For English-speaking readers the Pope’s statement condemning separation 
Church and State is editorialized so as to make it appear that he is not opposed to 
The German-language newspaper quotes the Pope bluntly as saying ‘CHURCH Al 
STATE INSEPARABLE: (SAYS) POPE,” and in the lead paragraph repeats ti 
the Pope said that “‘the Church and State should not be separated.” 














wary, 1948 


seuseussnsensseusenseussnsconsescessevscessoncascncsnnseeseonsenifs] 


i HE PASSING SHOW | 


IN UNMISTAKABLE TERMS, Pope 
XII urged the use of “force” in the 
ent world crisis. in speaking to a 
p of American congressmen in Rome 
October 8. “‘Some enemies of justice 
be brought to terms only by force,” 

told a subcommittee of the House 
pd Services Committee, according to 
N. Y. ‘Times’ of October 9. 


214THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE has been 

| rded to the Quakers—not to Pope 

XII as was expected and hoped for. 

ican authorities declared that, if the 

p were given the prize, he would not 

pt it because as Vicar of Christ he 
“above any human appreciation.” 


JESUIT FATHER GANNON, presi- 

of Fordham University in New York, 
utly incensed the entire sports world 
his insulting remarks last October 
inst the management of the N. Y. Gi- 
s in the matter of rentals for the Polo 
uunds. Edgar Feeley, attorney for the 


nts, called his remarks “outrageous li- 
” As a sample of the bigotry and in- 
ce in the Jesuit’s speech, P.M. of 
tober 21 quoted him as declaring that 
hen Fordham completes its own stadium 
would welcome only “‘our students, their 
ends, our graduates and that part of the 
ay circuit which crosses itself’ (mean- 

p he would exclude Jews and Protes- 


s). 


MARIAN CONGRESSES (huge spec- 
displays exalting Mary as the 

pur of mankind) have become a fea- 

of Roman Catholic propaganda in 

y countries. The latest was held in 
ntina last October 7, with President 

fn and Signora Perén and the whole 
mtine cabinet in the reviewing stand. 
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> TO POPE PIUS XII a Bendix washing 
machine—“gold and silver plated’’—was 
sent last October 25 on a TWA overseas 
plane, according to an AP dispatch of 
that date from New York. The gift was 
a duplicate of the millionth washer put 
out by the company, and an obvious in- 
ducement to Catholics to buy the same 


kind of washing machine used by the 
Pope. 


» A GROUP of prominent Protestant cler- 
gymen and laymen in Washington, D. C., 
formed a nationwide organization last 
October 138, ‘“‘to insure the separation of 
Church and State.”’ Secretary of the group 
is Dr. J. M. Dawson (715-8th Street, 
N.W., Washington, D. C.) who stated 
that the purpose of the group was “to 
resist any encroachment against the 
American doctriné of separation of Church 
and State.”’ The organization “demands 
the immediate discontinuance of Myron 
C. Taylor as the President’s personal rep-. 
resentative to the Pope,” according to the. 
‘Star-News’ of Pasadena, California. 


> A PROTESTANT MISSIONARY in. 
Argentina writes in Alliance Weekly about 
the treatment of Protestant children in 
public schools there: “One little girl had 
to stand in the corner for an hour because 
she failed to take an engraved religious 
card to school. One little tot, seven years 
old, came home and told his mother that- 
the teachers told him he would now have 
to attend mass.” 


®» SURREPTITIOUS bingo and ticket-. 
selling for raffles in Catholic churches 
abound in most large cities. Describing 
the care taken to keep secret from the 
police the raffling of a Dodge car, a re- 
frigerator, automatic washer, gas stove, 
vacuum cleaner and a radio at St. An- 
thony of Padua Church in Milwaukee, the 
‘Milwaukee Journal’ of last October 20, 
quotes the parish priest, Father John 
Haas, as telling his parishioners: ‘This 
way the long arm of the law can’t reach 
us.” The lotteries are held behind closed 
doors and winners notified only by phone 
or mail. 
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> THE AGLIPAYANS of the Philippine 
Independent Church, ranking second in 
membership to the Roman _ Catholic 
Church in the Islands, have requested 
union with the Episcopal Church, accord- 
ing to a report from Manila in the N. Y. 
‘Times’ of last September 22. The Episco- 
pal House of Bishops will take the pro- 
posal up at their next meeting. The Agli- 
payans, 2,000,000 strong, broke from 
Rome under the leadership of Gregorio 
Aglipay, an excommunicated Catholic 
priest, in 1902. 


® CARDINAL SCHUSTER OF MILAN, 
friend and admirer of Mussolini, was heck- 
led during a speech before 20,000 in the 
cathedral square last September 21, because 
of his attack against “seizure of power by 
the masses.” His offending statement, ac- 
cording to the N. Y. Times’ report was: 
“The Church cannot remain insensible to 
the turning upside down of policies in 
various European countries in consequence 
of the seizure of power by the masses.” 


® BINGO still flourishes in Brooklyn 
Catholic churches, although entirely il- 
legal. The games are advertised surrepti- 
tiously and overflow crowds attend. When 
the lucky winner in his excitement for- 
getfully shouts “Bingo!” the priest on 
the platform holds up his hands in hor- 
ror and says “Shush! You mustn’t say 
that. That’s a naughty word!” 


» AT THE CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
conference in the huge municipal audi- 
torium in New Orleans last October 12, 
Cardinal Spellman was described by the 
N. Y. Times as pompously entering the 
auditorium “through an archway of crossed 
swords held aloft by the Fourth Degree 
Knights of Columbus and the uniformed 
Order of Foresters. He was preceded by 
the Knights of St. Gregory in full dress 
array.” Pope Pius XII spoke by radio to 
the gathering as “a prelude to a mass 
which was fraught with age-old color and 
symbolism.” 
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>» “ALL CATHOLICS, and Catholi 
only, must be buried in ‘a Catholic cem 
tery,” is a rule of the Roman Catholi 
Church as quoted in a recent “Catholj 
Information” column. In the case of 
mixed marriage—of a Catholic and a Ba 
tist—this column says: “If the Cathol 
party goes first, there is no place for bi 
but in a Catholic cemetery. Or the B 
tist may die; and then the Catholic 
to arrange for a plot in some union ce 
tery. In any event, their bodies will 
separated in death.” 
















& COLUMNIST Edith Gwynn, in the § 
Louis ‘Post-Dispatch’ of last October 
had the following: “Had a long-dis 
gabfest with Connie Moore (now in B 
ton) and she said that she, Jack Haley, 
Eleanor Powell and others played a mop 
ster benefit for the Holy Name Sociey 
there the other night at the Boston Gap 
dens which seats over 20,000. Whe 
Archbishop Cushing came on-stage arm 
in arm with Frank Sinatra, they wen 
greeted by a standing audience and @ 
ovation the like of which she'd neve 
heard!” 













» THE SUPREME COURT of Iowa last 
October 14 ruled unanimously that pub 
lic school buses may not carry private ani 
parochial school children. The decision, 
which affects thousands of Iowa parochid 
school children and cannot be appealed & 
the U. S. Supreme Court, stated thal 
school districts could not do so ‘without 
forfeiting eligibility for state school trans 
portation aid.’ Forbidden also was aij 
compromise ‘“‘whereby private school ste 
dents may ride in public school buses 
under a pro-rata cost-sharing arrange 
ment.” 
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&» THE MEDICAL DIRECTOR of the 
Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund reports, ac 
cording to ‘The Lutheran,’ that, “The 
chief cause of deaths among minister 







is their high rate of speed night ani} © 
day. Hypertensive diseases,”’ he said, “ache « 
count for about 60 per cent of clergymen'’s 

deaths.” We recommend: more faith, les ® 





anxiety! 
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p“WHISKEYLESS WEDNESDAYS” was 
suggested in a telegram to President Tru- 


Bman as “one you overlooked to save 


gain,” by Mrs. Lulu Salada, president of 
the Clearfield (Pa.) County Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union last Octo- 
ber 9. 


p DESCRIBING the visit of 140 U. S. 
Naval men and officers to the Pope in 
“the marbled splendor” of his palace at 
Castel Gandolfo last October 13, Fred 
§parks in the Chicago ‘Tribune’ reported: 
“More than two-thirds of the men—Cath- 
olics and Protestants alike—sank to one 
knee and kissed the papal ring on the 
Pope’s right hand.” 


p>» MASSACHUSETTS’ voters will have 
two referendums on their ballot in 1948: 
1) to repeal the law which permits free 
transportation of parochial school chil- 
dren at taxpayers’ expense; and 2) to 
permit dissemination of birth control in- 
formation. 


» A POLISH CATHOLIC paper with an 
unpronounceable name, Tygodnik Powsez- 
chny, official weekly of the Archdiocese of 
Cracow, had the following to say in its 
issue of last July 6 (as quoted in the Lon- 
don Catholic Tablet of September 6) about 
the extraordinary prevalence of the three 
scourges of syphilis, tuberculosis and alco- 
holism among the Polish people: “The 
menace of the destruction of the biological 
strength of the nation is real and close. 
We do not realize that, to the accompani- 
ment of the gruesome trio, syphilis, tuber- 
culosis and vodka, we are rotting slowly 
but completely.” Of Poland’s present pop- 
ulation of 24,000,000, more than 90 per 
cent is Roman Catholic. 


BOOKS - BIBLES - NOVELTIES 


Welcome! Gifts for all people and seasons where 

@ustomers share profit. $1.00 book free with $5.00 

@atalog order. Write for iree catalog. 
TABERNACLE BAPTIST BOOK STORE 

08 So. 15th St. Phone 2728 WACO, TEXAS 
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> “THE MOST ENORMOUS parade 
crowd in history”—estimated at 3,500,000 
persons—engulfed downtown Boston for 
the convention of the Holy Name Society 
last October 5. According to the N. Y. 
Times’ account, “only 1,000,000 short of 
every man, woman and child in Massachu- 
setts’’ took part in this Roman Catholic 
mass demonstration. Are there so few 
Protestants in Massachusetts? 


®» THE VATICAN RADIO complained, 
last October 17, against the exclusion of 
the Roman Catholic heirarchy from the 
wedding of British Princess Elizabeth. 
The broadcast added, according to an 
INS London dispatch of that date:“*‘Among 
the privileged institutions having the 
right to address the King are only the 
Anglican Church, a deputation of free 
churches and two Jewish organizations. 
Catholics, their cardinals, archbishops and 
bishops are excluded.” 


> LATER, on November 10, it was an- 
nounced in an AP dispatch from London 
that King George VI had yielded to the 
Vatican and “consented to receive from 
Cardinal Griffin the official congratulations 
of the Roman Catholic Church in England 
and Wales on the impending marriage of 
Princess Elizabeth.” The report added that 
the ceremony “will mark the first time in 
modern British history that a Catholic Car- 
dinal has given his official congratulations 
on a royal wedding,” and that the King 
had relaxed “the terms of the Ecclesiastical 
Act of 1871, which bar the use of Roman 
Catholic titles in addressing the King.” 


»& A SLOVAK PEOPLE’S COURT last No- 
vember 11 condemned Stefan Tiso, former 
premier of Hitler’s puppet State to 30 
years’ imprisonment. He is the brother of 


“WHY CRITICISE THE 
ROMAN CHURCH?” 


A new tract to aid Protestants in 
witnessing to Roman Catholics. 


Order from: 
20 for GEORGE H. DOWKONTT 


$1 00 115 Fulton Street 
. 


New York, New York 
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the former priest-president, Msgr. Josef 
Tiso, who was hanged last year. Stefan 
Hassik, Tiso’s defense minister, was con- 
demned to death by the same court for 
aiding the enemy, and several generals 
of Msgr. Tiso’s Hlinka Guards were also 
condemned to jail. 


® THE NUMBER of pupils in Roman 
Catholic schools — elementary, high 
schools and colleges—in the United States 
has reached the all-time high of 3,000,- 
000. This figure was reported by the Na- 
tional Catholic Education Association in 
Washington, D. C., last November 1, and 
represents a 50% increase since 1922. A 
greater increase is expected in the South 
and the Middle West in the next decade. 


® ERNEST VON WEIZAECKER, Hitler’s 
war-time ambassador to the Vatican and 
senior living diplomat of the Nazi regime, 
was indicted as No. 1 defendant in war 
crimes charges in the final case to be 
prosecuted at Nuremberg by U. S. author- 
ities last November 8. 


® A TROUPE of American USO enter- 
tainers touring Europe during the war 
visited the Pope who questioned each 
one on his specialty. 

“T am a comedian,” one told him. 


“I’m what they call in America a ‘blues 
singer,’ a pretty young girl told him. 

Then came the turn of Joe Medwick, 
former St. Louis Cardinals’ famous bats- 
man. When the Pope asked him what his 
particular business was, Joe replied, “I 
used to be a cardinal!” 


GOSPEL TRACTS FOR CATHOLICS 
Catholic or Protestant. Which aS t? 





ich Church ves? 
Jesus or aaa Which? 
Armageddon Is in the 6th Vial 


The Great Tribulation in the Dark Ages 
War in Air—7th and Last Vial 


Jesus the Healer — The oonens, Ee 
Daniel’s 70 Weeks — Was Pete ‘ope? 
A Heart Talk to Catholics 


Glories of Mary — No Purgatory 
Roman Catholic Inventions 


Other titles of interest—Total of 30 tracte for $1 
200 Bible Lessons, highly instructive—~ 
Order from: REV. W. W. PELTON 

258 Saratoga Avenue - 

Los Gatos, California 
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®» GENERAL DE GAULLE’S new Ri 
movement, which won 40 per cent of ¢ 
votes in last fall’s French elections, 
linked to many of the financial intere 
that were behind Petain’s Vichy reg 
according to a Paris dispatch in the N. ¥, 
‘Post’ of last November 6. Among 
is Guy de Wendel’s powerful Comite 
Forges, vast holding company for cc 
steel and iron interests in Alsace-Lorrai 
and elsewhere. 

















> A COUNTER - ORGANIZATION 
Christ’s Mission and its work, entitle 
“Converts to Catholicity,” was fo 
in Latrobe, Pa., last August 11. nae 
cular letter this group outlines its , 
poses as follows: “To distribute fp 
phlets, newspapers, magazines and bod 
to non-Catholics who are not aff 
with any church,” and “to enlighten 
who have been misinformed about ¢ 
fundamental doctrines of the Cath 
Church.”’ 













® ADDRESSING an All-Lutheran ral 
celebrating the 430th anniversary of th 
start of the Protestant Reformation lat 
November 2 at the Waldorf-Astoria Ho 

in New York, Rev. Dr. Harold L. Yo 
cum, president of Capital University, Cob 
umbus, Ohio (according to the N. Y. He 
ald Tribune) declared that, “The prob 
lems in the relationships of Church ani 
State which have become so prominent 
cently are directly due to the presumplt 
ous policy of the Roman Catholic bie 
archy.” 
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CATHOLIC INTOLERANCE 
IN THE U.S. NAVY 


By Lr. E. W. Remiey (C. H. C.) USNR 


HEN PRESIDENT ROOSE- 
VELT DIED, the Commanding 


J Officer of the U.S. Submarine Base in 


New London, Connecticut, request- 
ed a Union Memorial Service of all 
faiths. It seemed only fitting to him 


sa that Catholics, Protestants and Jews 


Se ser eS 


lay aside their credal differences and 


join before God in a service of mem- 


ofial for our valiant Commander-in- 
Chief. He was due for a rude awaken- 
ing. The Roman Catholic Chaplain re- 
fused to take any part in a religious 
service where he would be worship- 
ing in the company of ministering 

testant clerics and Jewish rabbis. 
His reason, the Military Ordinate of 
the Roman Catholic Church forbids 
Catholic Chaplains to participate in 
any religious service where there is 
Protestant and Jewish leadership in 
worship. The Senior Chaplain at that 
time was Lt. Comd’r John Shilling, 
USNR. 

It must be said that the Catholic 
Chaplain was a fine, sincere man. He 
was doing what he thought was right. 
His position caused him some person- 
al embarrassment, but he stood by his 
guns. We admired his loyalty to his 
convictions. But what a tragic com- 
mentary upon the religious organiza- 
tion that makes such demands on an 
officer of the United States Navy. 
How ironic to hear that same organi- 
zation condemn others for intoler- 
ance! 


The manner in which the issue was 
settled was humorous. All four of us 
Chaplains, a Methodist, a Presbyter- 
ian, a Jew, and a Catholic, sat togeth- 
er in the same pews, in the same chap- 
el, at the same hour, before the same 
people. Up to a certain point in the 
service the Protestant Chaplains and 
the Jewish Chaplain conducted a 
Union Service. Then they sat down 
and the Catholic Chaplain conducted 
his service. 


The inference seemed to be that 
while the Protestant ministers and the 
Jewish rabbi were worshipping God, 
the Catholic Chaplain and the Catho- 
lic servicemen who happened to be in 
the Chapel were either wool-gather- 
ing, or had cotton in their ears. When 
the Roman service began they came 
back to life and removed the insula- 
tion. 


In spite of the presence of Catholic 
persons at the Union Service, the solu- 
tion seemed to satisfy the Catholic 
Chaplain and the Military Ordinate. 
After the fuss that had been raised 
about the whole issue, this reaction to 
the obvious compromise seemed naive. 


The second incident took place 
aboard the U.S.S. Bronx in March, 
1946. Several Chaplains were aboard 
the Bronx on the way back to the 
United States after duty in the Philip- 
pines. Our first day aboard three of 
us Protestant Chaplains decided to 
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make a ‘Cook’s tour’ of the ship. We 
came across a very fine little chapel 
labeled, “‘Ship’s Chapel.” Happily 
surprised, we went inside for a mo- 
ment of prayer. The chapel was rigged 
for Roman Catholic services. 

Later in the day we met the ship’s 
Chaplain, a Catholic priest, and asked 
him what hours during the day the 
chapel was rigged for Jewish and Pro- 
testant worshippers. He replied that 
it never was. We asked him if there 
were another chapel where Protest- 
ant men and Jewish men might slip 
in for prayer. He said there was none. 
We asked him to remove his Roman 
gear for a part of each day so that 
we could rig the chapel to serve the 
non-Catholic men aboard. He replied 
that he could not do so because he 
had no place to put “The Blessed 
Sacrament.” We began to grow impa- 
tient. One of us told him that if he 
did not remove his Roman Catholic 
gear from that chapel part of each 
day we would write directly to the 
Chief of Chaplains and report the 
whole unwholesome situation. He 
moved the gear. 

Chaplains involved in that unpleas- 
ant scene were Chaplain Eldin Ben- 
nett, Lt. USNR, Chaplain Kenneth 
Smith, Lt. USNR, and myself. 

The third incident took place in the 
Navy Chapel at Clark Field on the 
island of Luzon. I was working with 
the men of Acorn 34 and we needed 
an organist for our Sunday services. 
The Catholic Chaplain had an organ- 
ist for his services and I assumed that 
he would be glad to have the boy help 
us Protestants also to worship God. 

I located the boy and asked him if 
he had the time and would be willing 
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to play for the Protestant services 
worship. He was very enthusiastic ag 
said that he would do anything pos 
ble to help us. By way of clearing t 
matter I mentioned that meeting 
the Catholic Chaplain. His amazing 
reply was: “He’d better not help yor 
If he does he'll get in trouble.” The 
boy was a Roman Catholic. Rom 












Let me tell of one more incident§is a ¢ 
I was assigned to MAG 24 in Peiping§iqai¢t 
China, in August of 1946. I relieved if 1... 
Roman Catholic Chaplain. After he a 
left I was cleaning the desk that hadj™"° 
been his, but now was mine. In that ™ 
desk I came across a startling piece off mor 
paper. It was a statement to be signed§ free . 
by Protestants who desired to become} dicta 
Roman Catholics. That paper com 
tained these bigoted and inflamaton 
words: “I hereby swear to abjure and 
detest every religious sect opposed to 
the Roman Catholic Church.” \ 
couldn’t believe my eyes. 


I showed it to a Jewish officer who 
was in my office at the time, Lt. (jg) 
Herbert Zak, USNR. We decided to 
find out if this thing could be authen- 
tic. We asked the civilian Roman 
Catholic priest, who was ministering 
to the Catholic men in the absence of 
a Catholic Chaplain, if the paper was 
genuine. With a smile he said that it 
was, but added, “There are other 
similiar statements that are not quite 
so strong.” That priest is an Americai 
citizen of the Passionist Fathers of 
Peiping. 

Is it the policy of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church to claim a tolerant attitude 
while at the same time causing all 
American citizens who desire to be 
























gnuary, 1948 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


gme Roman Catholics to “abjure and Catholicism such a force? 


t’” the religious convictions of (The names of all Chaplains in this 


her American citizens? If it is not, gyticle are used with their consent.) 
can we explain the foregoing in- 


FOR $1.00 WE WILL MAIL A 
Only as intolerance is exposed to aan Cone Gar wae ea 


Bie light of truth can we preserve the VERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 
girit of tolerance which is imperative | TO TEN OF YOUR FRIENDS AND 


Te as ACQUAINTANCES. 
go the continuation of the religious 
freedom in these United States. There 


Mi indifference. Let us by all means be RENEWALS 


la PROMPTNESS in renewing your 
tolerant toward all who respect and cabuniaptiom will date te ‘anise 


d honor the American way of life. But bor and expense. We will greatly 


appreciate it, if you renew immedi- 
yf let us not forget that there are forces ately om receint of eur ADVANCE 


ffamong us which would gladly see our NOTICE OF wee which se 
: ‘ : sent you a mont ore your su 

di free American way of life frozen into asaaiin is due to expire. : 

i dictatorial authoritarianism. Is Roman 


“WE COMMUNISTS... ” 


“We communists” boasted a devotee of Karl Marx in Warsaw, Poland, in a 
conversation with our General Secretary during his recent visit to Europe—“We 
communists possess what the early Christians had, a missionary spirit! But modern 
Christians have lost it altogether.” 

Here is a gauntlet flung down before us by modern atheism. Here is a challenge! 

The suffering Jewish remnant in Europe is exposed to the ravages of hunger, 
cold, homelessness, and disease. The enemy of souls is out to win them for a soul- 
destroying philosophy. Their cry is “For God’s sake help us.” 

THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC., has 
heard this cry and is supplying food and clothing for their suffering bodies, and 
the Word of God for their afflicted minds and souls. This is our answer and testi- 
mony, the only one which counts today. 

Ten dollars ($10.00) will provide a very substantial food parcel for the immediate 
need of a distressed family of Hebrew Christians or Jewish people. 

Any contribution, large or small, will provide the means to enable a missionary 
to preach the Word of God to perishing people. 

Will you help us to meet this challenge for His sake and His name? Your fellow- 
ship with us is cordially invited. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 
728-G Witherspoon Building, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 

President Treasurer General Secretary 

JOSEPH M. STEELE Dr, JOSEPH T. BRITAN REv. VICTOR BUKSBAZEN 


Treasurer for Canada: Rev. P. S. Dopson, M.A., D.D., Alma College 
St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, ISRAEL MY GLORY, sent to all 
contributors and also on request 


——— a. le, ee eee. Oo. Ow. Dee 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
“OUT OF THE LABYRINTH” 


By Dr. Harry A. IRONSIDE 
(Pastor, Moody Memorial Church) 
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* Out of the Labyrinth, by L. H. Lehmann, 252 pp. Agora Publishing Co., 120 Liber 


Street, New York 6, N. Y. Price $3.00 


N AN EARLIER BOOK, The Soul 
of a Priest, Dr. Lehmann has told 
us something of the struggle he went 
through during the years in which he 
was trying to square the teaching of 
the Roman Church with that of the 
Word of God, and how, eventually, 
he was set free from superstition and 
traditionalism and came out into the 
light and liberty of the Gospel. 


In this recent work he goes into a 
great deal more detail as to the con- 
flict between Romanism and the Holy 
Scriptures. The book is written with- 
out bitterness or any evidence of an 
unkind, critical spirit, but rather mani- 
fests a sincere desire on the part of 
the author to see others, now in bond- 
age, enter into the enjoyment of that 
freedom into which he has himself 
entered, and also to warn those who 
are veering Romeward as to the folly 
of such a course. 


Roman Catholics often object when 
a Protestant minister attempts to ex- 
plain their tenets and answer them 
from the Scripture, using the argu- 
ment that no one not thoroughly fa- 
miliar with the system from the in- 
side can really understand it, and 
therefore that one not brought up in 
the Roman Catholic Church is incap- 
able of presenting its teachings cor- 


rectly. No such objection can be madg 
against this book, for its author wa 
for years a Roman Catholic priest ¢ 
thoroughly trained in the doctrines 
that Church. His experience fits him 
to expound clearly its teaching t 
others and show them how far re 
moved from apostolic doctrine is the 
Church of Rome that professes to be 
founded upon Peter. 


Every Protestant minister should 
have a copy of this book and read it 
carefully; in fact, all who have any 
thing to do with the training of others, 
such as Bible class teachers and youth 
leaders, should read this book and 
keep it within handy reach in orde 
that they may be able to help any who 
are becoming perplexed by the super 
stitious sophistries of men like the 
radio preacher Monsignor Fulton } 
Sheen and others. 


~O-- 


CHRISTIANITY TODAY. A Survey of the 
State of the Churches. Edited by Henry 
Smith Leiper, N. Y., Morehouse-Gor 
ham Co., 452 pp. Price $5.00. 


THIS VOLUME is a survey of the condé 
tion of the Christian Church in all part 
of the world. Forty-two authors contribult 
facts and figures on the Church in as mat} 
countries. 


BREF. | 


SEE 


er 


eREBESSZESTBFBES SA. ££ 


‘a 


aeoeeReRBRPeEoseery. 





Beaegce-=s 


— 58 


- 


January, 1948 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 31 


ee ee 


Stress is laid chiefly on the condition of 
Protestant Churches and their part in re- 
sisting Fascism during the war. A fairer 


} exposition of the status of religion in Rus- 


sia might have been had from someone 
else besides N. S. Timasheff, Professor of 
Sociology at Fordham University, noted 
for his pre-war isolationism and who 
shares the Roman Catholic hatred of every- 
thing in Soviet Russia. 


~~ 


BA MONK’S ROMANCE 


PETER ABELARD, by Helen Waddell, 
N. Y., Henry Holt & Co., 277 pp. Price 
$3.00. 


TOO MUCH STRESS, I think, is placed 
in the many books that have been written 
about Peter Abelard on his passionate ro- 
mance with Heloise. As a result, much of 
the significance of the man as a theologian 


and possible religious reformer is lost. The 
love affairs of priests in the 12th century 
were not as secret as they are today. Maybe 
what intrigues people in this 20th century 


about this particular love affair of Abelard ° 


and Heloise is the fact that its cruel frus- 
tration by her wicked uncle served both to 
taise it to ecstatic proportions and to ren- 
der Abelard impotent, not only as a lover, 
but as a great churchman. 


This latest story of Peter Abelard (a re- 
print of a 1933 edition that is in great 
demand) is devoted almost entirely to the 
high romance in the life of this early 12th 
century theologian. In fact, it does not fol- 
low him into the most interesting part of 
his life (after his romance entered the 
idyllic stage and Heloise became an ab- 
bess). Toward the end—which most read- 
ets will probably skip—there is an indica- 
tion of how the story might have been 
aatried forward into a very profitable 
study. There is a vague hint that, like Paul, 
Abelard was struck with an inner light 
which should have brought about a real 


conversion of his soul to Evangelical Chris- 
tianity. 

What is significant about Abelard’s ro- 
mance is that, had it not turned out so 
pitifully, he might have become the Martin 
Luther of the 12th century. For he seemed 
to be on the verge of the same discovery 
Luther made three centuries later, that in 
Christian soteriology we are saved by grace 
through faith, not by works. As abbess of 
her convent years later, Heloise read as fol- 
lows from a letter of Abelard: “We are 
justified . . . in that by the life and death 
of His Son He has so bound us to Himself 
that love so kindled will shrink from noth- 
ing for His sake.” And even Abelard’s 
old bibilous and amorous friend, Canon 
Gilles, comes around in the end to reveal 
as a great secret to Heloise the doctrine 
of the Atonement. “Cuius dolore plaga 
nostra curata est; et lapsus nostros aliena 
ruina suscepit’ (“By whose grief our 
wound was healed; by whose ruin our 
fall was stayed”). “I read it fifty years ago 
in an old missal at Bobbio. They say St. 
Columban wrote it,” he tells her. 

Thus ends Miss Waddell’s story of 
Abelard and Heloise. Maybe she will con- 
tinue the story further in another book, 
and let us know how much Abelard con- 
tributed to the Protestant Reformation 
which openly reasserted this glorious doc- 
trine of the Atonement in all its fullness. 

I recommend this book as instructive of 
conditions in the Roman Catholic Church 
three centuries before the Reformation. 

hie: 


THE FAIVRE ANNOTATED 


NEW TESTAMENT 


An internationally recognized aid for Chris- 
tian workers, especially those dealing with 


ROMAN CATHOLICS 


French, German 


Alice Fontannaz, Desk CC 
506 Oakdale Ave., Chicago 14, Ill. 
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HONORED 


“lI FEEL GREATLY HONORED indeed to 
read The Converted Catholic Magazine. 
Through it I get information for which I 
have been looking for a long while.” 


—K. Coatsworth, Chatham, Ont. 
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OUT OF THE LABYRINTH 
“Dear Dr. Lehmann, 


I received your encouraging letter last 
spring shortly after Rev. Treveleyn White 
of Washington, Iowa, had written to you 
about me. At that time, I was not capable 
of making any decisions. It rather seemed 
that I was merely existing though not 
knowing upon which side of the fence 
I stood. 

During the past summer, I was fortu- 
nate enough to go to Duluth where I was 
free to figure things out. It was there 
that I made the complete break from 
Catholicism. I accepted Christ as my own 
Saviour and was received into the First 
Presbyterian Church of Duluth. I have 
been so happy since I made the break 
that now I wonder why it took so long. 

During June I finished reading your 
book, ‘The Soul of a Priest.’ That in it- 
self was a great help to me. It has been 
loaned out to many people since June as 
everyone is so anxious to read it.” 


—Miss C. M. C., Coe College, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 


VIGOR AND ACCURACY 


“T AM VERY MUCH INTERESTED in 
your magazine. You present your ma- 
terial with vigor and conviction, yet with 
a high regard for accuracy and fairness 
of statement. I believe you are rendering 
a service to all of us. I hope that some- 
time I may have the pleasure of meeting 
you personally.” . 

—Rev. F. J. Yetter, Paterson, N. J. 
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FROM SOUTH AFRICA 

“COMING into conflict with the 
Catholic Hierarchy, I joined our FP 
tant Association and became a subscri 
to The Converted Catholic Magazine. I 
astonished at the revelations and p 
tices which I thought had ceased to e 
with the Middle Ages. 


“The Papacy is reaping the reward 
centuries of persecution and intole 
and until Catholics themselves challe 
the dogmas which violate the simple fp 
cepts of Christian Fellowship, the Cat! 
lic world will continue to drift into 
abyss of escape to which Europe has 
ready turned.” 


—T. P. C., Johannesburg, 8. A 
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GOOD WORK! 
“HAVING SUBSCRIBED to your m 
zine something over one week ago, I 
looking forward to receiving my 
copy. Although the local city library 
gan handling THE CONVERTED CAT 
OLIC MAGAZINE in August, this, 
first issue disappeared. I did find 
September issue on the shelf where 
belonged but noticed yesterday that sc 
vandal, zealot or what-have-you, had 
it in half. 

“Maybe that attests to its effective 
in combatting organized bigotry.” 


—B. A. F., Richmond, 


“THE ENCLOSED bank draft is for 
subscriptions to your magazine, be 
ning with last month’s issue. I have 
several issues and consider it the fi 
publication of its kind on the market 
day. Especially commendable is the f 
that while you point out the errors of 
Roman Catholic system, you present 
Gospel in its simplicity and fullness’ 
all who read your magazine. 

“May God strengthen your hands 
this great work you have unde 
and may many thousands of preci 
souls be delivered out of darkness 
the bondage of Roman Catholicism 
the light and liberty of the children 
God through your ministry. 

Yours in His happy service,” 


—wW. J. Funston, Vancouver, B 
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Christ’s: Mission Meetings 


MEETINGS, consisting of religious services, lectures and open 
forum for discussion are held every Sunday at 3:30 P.M. (from 
September to June) in the auditorium at 229 West 48th Street, 
New York, and also every Tuesday evening at 8:00 P.M. 

Sunday meetings are in charge of Rev. A. Caliandro; Tuesday 
night meetings in charge of Rev. William E. Burke. 

At both meetings questions of vital interest on the difference 
between Evangelical Christianity and the teachings and practices 
of Roman Catholicism are factually and fully discussed. Christ is 
upheld against everything that is not of Christ. 


Come and Bring Your Friends! 


REMEMBER THE TIME AND PLACE: 
SUNDAYS AT 8:30 P.M. = TUESDAYS AT 8:00 P.M. 


Auditorium, 229 West 48th Street, New York, N. Y. 


TO ALL OUR READERS AND FRIENDS GO— 


Our best wishes for the New Year 1948. 


May we urge the following this year: 
- RENEW your subscription promptly, to save us labor and expense; 


. PRAY for and with us, that the Lord may continue to bless and 


increase our efforts; 


. HELP us in every way possible to expand the scope of our useful- 


ness in this “peculiar” ministry of ours.—(2 Cor. 4) 





AGORA PUBLISHING CO. 


PO PASEREY STREET, NEW 


Get This Set of 
important Pamphlets on 


Political Catholicism: 


CLERICAL FASCISM 
ARGENTINA ............ .... AC 


HOW THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
HELPED HITLER TO POWER....15c 


CLERICAL FASCISM IN ITALY 15c 


OLERICAL FASCISM IN AUS- 
OMNI. 5 tvonchoosesccicoaneceen  sccnageisssnasvices 15¢ 


CLERICAL FASCISM IN MEXI- 
ME cncicessmencescoaneis: aacossaveecsssananeeniedicd 15c 


JAPANESE-VATICAN EN- 


IN 


THE CLERICAL-FASCIST BE- 
TRAYAL OF FRANCE 


SEND $1 FOR ALL SEVEN 
PAMPHLETS. 


Ask for “Combination 116” 
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Cy VERI-PAMPHLETS 
all 


Vell 


Pamp 

give you the 
complete and exhaust 

coverage of all special questions 
volving the Roman Catholic Chure 
Your VERI-PAMPHLET lib 
will grow into your most import 
research 
question. Start building it 
with these VERI-PAMPH 

} now in print— 

VERI-PAMPHLET No. 1: 

Those Responsible for the Second 
World War ay 

VERI-PAMPHLET No. 2: 

The Catholic Church in a Democ- 
racy 25 

VERI-PAMPHLET No. 3: 

Centuries of Intolerance: The Ro- 
man Catholic Church and Anti- 
Semitism 2 

VERI-PAMPHLET No. 4: 

The Catholic Church and the Pub- 


AGORA PUBLISHING CO., Dept. 116 CC, 120 Liberty Street, New York 6, N. 
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